NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


Information Letter 


POR N. C. A. MEMBERS 


No. 263 » D. June 23, 1928 


English 
canned fi 


Water softening compow 1 
Grocery Trade Practice 


of tree fruits 
uda vegetable shipments 


Weather and crops 
Truck crop markets 
Pacific coast freight rates on sugar.. 


English Viewpoint on Vitamins in Canned Foods is Changing 


About a year ago the New Health Society of London in one 
of its publications classified food under the two designations 
“good” and “bad,” and placed canned foods under the “bad” 
classification. In another publication the Society also stated 
that canned foods were deficient in vitamins. 

The Association took up this subject with the New Health 
Society and with several of the leading chemists who have 
worked on the vitamin question in England and who were on the 
Food Committee of the New Health Society. That the informa- 
tion furnished with respect to the research that has been done 
in this country on vitamins has been instrumental in changing 
the attitude of the English chemists as well as the New Health 
Society, is indicated by an article which appeared in the London 
Daily Mail for May 31 over the signature of Sir William Abuth- 
not Lane, who is President of the Society. This article not only 
commends canned foods in general, but makes the following 
statement with regard to their vitamin content: 

“The Food Committee of the New Health Society is at pres- 
ent conducting a most importat investigation into the tinning 
of foodstuffs and its relation to the health of the nation. 

“Tinned foods play an immense and increasing part in the 
dietary of all civilized nations. Therefore, it is of the most ut- 
most importance to ensure purity and unimpaired food value. 
Such popular prejudice as still persists against canned foods in 
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general must disappear when the scientific facts are made known. 
Modern methods of canning have succeeded in preserving the 
vitamins unimpaired. 

“The concentration of large masses of the population has 
rendered imperative the practice of tinning and bottling, which 
alone solves the difficult problem of linking up food production 
and easy and cheap transport, providing nutritious and appe- 
tizing food for millions of people.” 


Water Softening Compounds 


The following caution, which appeared in the Information 
Letter last July, is reproduced because of its interest to canners 
who are preparing for this year’s pack: 

“Any system intended for softening water to be used in 
blanching or in the production of brine to be added to food, 
should be of such nature that it can be managed by factory help. 
Otherwise, the constant attention of a chemist is necessary. 
When any other system is employed the water is likely to be 
made so alkaline at times that it will injure the flavor of the 
food and will interfere with processing to such an extent as to 
cause spoilage. 

“Our attention has been called to a water softening com- 
pound that has been offered to canners as suitable to add to water 
intended for blanching and for the preparation of brine. This 
preparation was a solution of tri-sodium phosphate with the ad- 
dition of a small amount of aluminum compound. Such a prep- 
aration cannot be used with safety by the usual factory help.” 


Grocery Trade Practice Conference Postponed 


The Federal Trade Cemmission has announced the post- 
ponement of its trade practice conference to be held with the 
grocery industry. The meeting was scheduled for June 28 in 
New York City but will now be held sometime in October. Post- 
ponement was ordered so that both commission and industry 
would have sufficient time to prepare. 


Regular Corn Borer Work Being Carried on 


The failure of Congress to make the necessary appropria- 
tion to carry out the Purnell corn-borer control act will not af- 
fect the regular program of quarantine and control work and 
the complete research program of the Department with respect 
to this pest, according to an announcement from the Department 
of Agriculture. 
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The purpose of the Purnell act of 1928 for corn-borer con- 
trol was to prevent so far as possible the natural spread of the 
borer, particularly in the direction of the Main Corn Belt. The 
prevention of such natura! spread necessitates the carrying out 
of the proposed program of farm clean-up over the area from 
which further spread will come in large part. The enabling act 
was passed by Congress toward the close of its recent session, 
but the resolution providing the necessary funds, while pre- 
sented in the House, was not voted upon before adjournment. 


This appropriating resolution stipulated that adequate regu- 
lations be promulgated by all the States involved and that as- 
surance of the satisfactory enforcement of these regulations be 
given before the Department begins any work under the act. 
Therefore, to enable the department to function under the act 
in case Congress appropriates funds along the lines proposed in 
this resolution, it will be necessary for the States involved to is- 
sue regulations early enough for farmers in the control area to 
receive adequate warning not to sow small grains in fields con- 
taining cornstalks and stubble. 


Corn Borer Control Work 


Two large screen cages, probably the largest ever used in 
entomological experiments, are now going up over two l-acre 
corn plots on the Toledo Development Farm to determine, among 
other things, how many borers survive clean plowing. The 
plots were plowed for corn-borer control and the corn in the 
cages will remain screened during the flight of the corn-borer 
moths. 

The 300-acre farm devoted to corn-borer problems is also 
heing put in readiness for the opening of scouting schools early 
in July. Several hundred corn-borer scouts will assemble here 
for two weeks’ instruction on how to locate borers in the stalks 
and the method of procedure in conducting the work. About 
609 scouts will be trained on this farm during the season. Scout- 
ing to determine the natural spread of the borer during the 1928 
season will begin about the middle of July. 

Several new types of burners, and various machines for the 
disposal of stalks are being tried out here. Plowing experi- 
ments to determine the efficiency of various machines in differ- 
ent types of soil and under varying conditions are well under 
way in the Toledo area. In addition to a very full program of 
research, the problem of substances which will repel or attract 
the borer moths is also being given further study. 
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Several improvements for the low-cutting devices for corn 
were developed last year and are now being tried out by Gov- 
ernment engineers in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. It is yet 
too early to predict the results, but they would seem to be en- 
couraging. 

The low-cutting attachments for cornbinders were made 
available last year and under favorable conditions cut 80 to 90 
per cent of the stubble 2 inches or less in height. This, with 
adequate disposal of stalks, is considered sufficient for good 
corn-borer control. The present tests are being conducted near 
Mercedes, Texas. 


Weather and Crops 


The weather of the week ending June 19 was influenced 
largely by two well-defined depressions which brought wide- 
spread rains to Central and Northern States early in the week 
and again during the latter part. The week had near-normal 
temperature in the Eastern, Southern, and far-Western States, 
but was considerably cooler than normal in Rocky Mountain 
districts, and generally in central and northern trans-Missis- 
sippi sections. It was especially cool from western Kansas, 
Colorado, and Utah northward where the weekly mean tem- 
peratures were mostly from 4 degrees to as much as 10 degrees 
subnormal. 


Rainfall was mostly light to moderate in the middle and 
south Atlantic areas, the Southwest, and generally west of 
Rocky Mountains. In practically all other sections of the coun- 
try amounts were generous too heavy or excessive. 

Corn made poor to only fair progress rather generally in 
the main producing sections, due to continued cool weather, but 
excellent advance was reported in Missouri. Warm, dry weather 
is needed in the eastern portion of the belt. In Iowa the crop 
averages 6 to 12 inches high, with some knee-high, and the third 
cultivation is well along. In the Great Plains area the timely 
rains were beneficial in northern parts, but warmth is needed 
and cultivation is rather backward in the more southern parts. 
Some improvement was noted in the East, with good advance in 
cultivation, and rains were beneficial in the Lake region. Warm, 
sunny weather is needed in the latter section, as well as most 
parts of the West. 


Truck Crop Markets 


California cherries have been rather abundant, but the sea- 
son in that State is declining and Utah and the Pacific North- 
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west are now added to the source of supply, according to the 
Market News Service of the Department of Agriculture. Ship- 
ments of cherries during the week ended June 16 increased to 
180 cars. Output of California plums and prunes jumped to 425 
cars and was heavier than last June. Peach forwardings totaled 
380 cars, compared with 60 the week before. The peach season 
was opening in South Carolina and Alabama. 


Markets for tomatoes were rather weak, according to the 
report. Tomato movement in Mississippi increased sharply to 
960 cars, while Texas forwarded 685 and Florida 130 cars. The 
Arkansas tomato season opened. The supply from South-Cen- 
tral States is quite liberal. Cabbage prices were low and the 
acreage in the late states is being reduced as a result of the dis- 
astrous 1927 season. New York, outside of Long Island, expects 
29,600 acres, or 3,300 less than last year’s record planting. Wis- 
consin’s acreage may be reduced to 12,820. Ohio and Minnesota 
also will have fewer acres than last season in cabbage. Indiana, 
Michigan and Colorado report small increases. Strawberry 
prices showed an upward trend, chiefly because of the decreas- 
ing supply. Massachusetts and Michigan have now begun ship- 
ping strawberries. Cucumber shipments increased to 550 cars 
last week. 


The 5-peck hampers of North Carolina and Virginia string 
beans sold for 75c to $2 in eastern markets, while Mississippi 
beans in seven-eighths-bushel hampers sold at $1 to $2 in the 
Middle West. Shipments of beans dropped to 380 cars for the 
week. Green corn from Texas jobbed at $2 to $3.25 per bushel 
basket, and Florida crates brought $1.50 to $2.50 in New York 
City 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


June June Total this Total last Total 
12-18 seasonto seasonto last 
June 16 
Apples, total 260 92,729 
Asparagus 2,730 
Cabbage 
Cantaloupes 
Carrots (1928 season) 
Cauliflower 
Cherries 
Grapes 
Green peas 
Mixed deciduous fruit .. 
Mixed vegetables 


Peppe 

Plums and prunes 
Strawberries 

String beans 


(a) Unavailable. — 
(b) Exclusive of the equivalent of 240 carlots moved by truck. 
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Pacific Coast Freight Rates on Sugar 


Readjustment of the freight rates on sugar from Pacific 
Coast ports to points in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Mon- 
tana was ordered in a decision issued by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission on June 16. This decision modifies the Com- 
mission’s findings in Dockets 16796 and 17562, as summarized 
in the Information Letter for September 3, 1927. The Commis- 
sion, in its report, states: 


“We find that the proposed cancellations of the commodity arbitraries 
on sugar, in carloads, to Portland, Oreg., and the proposed restriction of 
the application of the corresponding class-rate arbitraries have been justi- 
fied, and that the through rates on sugar, in carloads, from California 
origin points to Spokane, Wash., and other points in Washington, Oregon 
and Idaho which will result therefrom, will not be unreasonable. 

“We further find that the finding in our former report to the effect 
that the rate on sugar, in carloads, via the direct all-rail routes from San 
Francisco and Crockett to Missoula, Mont., was and for the future would 
be unreasonable to the extent that it exceeded or might exceed $1 per 100 
pounds, minimum 44,000 pounds, was in error, and that the then existing 
rate of $1.10, minimum 60,000 pounds, was not and will not be unreason- 
able. Inasmuch as the aggregates of the rates which respondents have 
proposed to Portland plus the rates which we below prescribe from Port- 
land to Spokane and Missoula will be lower than maximum reasonable 
through rates no need appears for prescribing a maximum reasonable 
basis for the future. 

“We further find that the water-and-rail rates on sugar, in carloads, 
from San Francisco to Spokane and Missoula, have been, are, and for the 
future will be unreasonable to the extent that they have exceeded, exceed, 
or may exceed 70 cents to Spokane and 90 cents to Missoula, subject in 
both instances to a minimum of 60,000 pounds; and the findings in our 
former report with respect to such rates are hereby modified to this extent. 

“We further find that the rates on interstate shipments of sugar, in 
carloads, from Portland and from Seattle and Tacoma, Wash., to Spokane 
and Missoula have been, are, and for the future will be unreasonable to 
the extent that they have exceeded, exceed, or may exceed 50 cents to 
Spokane and 70 cents to Missoula, subject in both instances to a minimum 
of 60,000 pounds; and the finding in our former report with respect to 
such rates is hereby modified to this extent.” 


The Commission's order directs that the rates it prescribes 
be established on or before August 6. Reparation is awarded 
complainants in the case. 


Mexican West Coast Vegetable Shipments 
Exports of Mexican West Coast vegetables to the United 
States through the border port of Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, dur- 
ing the month of May amounted to 530 cars as compared with 
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396 cars during May, 1927, according to a report received in the 
Foreign Service of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. This 
brings total shipments to the American market for the season 
up to 5,238 cars as against 5,450 cars during the corresponding 
period last season. 

A few cars of tomatoes were still scheduled to cross the 
border during the first week of June but by the end of the week 
shipments were expected to stop entirely. Shipments of green 
peas have already closed. 

Shipments of Mexican West Coast tomatoes to Canada via 
the United States from the beginning of the season to the end 
of April amourited to 271 carloads. 


Prospects for Cherry Crops in France and Italy 


According to reports from foreign representatives of the 
U. 8. Department of Commerce, the French cherry crop for this 
year is estimated at 50,000 short tons, approximately 1/3 the 
size of last year’s crop. Both quantity and quality are reported 
poor, while wholesale prices are averaging 14 cents per pound 
compared with 5 cents last June. The Italian cherry crop has 
been delayed and damaged by bad weather conditions and is 


estimated to be approximately 73 per cent of last year’s. The 
price is now about 6 cents per pound, which is three times last 
year’s price. 


Bearing Acreage of Tree Fruits in California 


The California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service has is- 
sued the following statistics on the estimated bearing acreage 
of tree fruits and grapes in California for 1927 and 1928: 

Estimated Bearing Estimated Bearing 
Acreage 


Olives 
Grapefruit 
Peaches, x Temons 
Pears 66,515 
Aprico monds 
Walnuts 
Wine grapes 
11,621 Table grapes 
46,132 Raisin grapes 


Bermuda Vegetable Shipments During May 


Exports of fresh vegetables from Bermuda to the United 
States during the month of May amounted to only 2,626,000 
pounds as compared with 3,974,000 pounds during May, 1927, 
according to a report from the American consul at Hamilton. 
Total shipments to the United States from the beginning of the 


19 19 1927 1928 
26,448 25,908 
7,828 
aan 42/864 
187,281 
92,159 
83,262 
173,691 
141,188 
341,725 
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season on November 1, 1927, to May 31, 1928, amounted to 
12,515,000 pounds. 


Mexico Imposes Export Duty on Fresh Tomatoes 


Export duties on various vegetables have been imposed in 
Mexico by a decree effective June 13, issued by the President, 
according to the Department of Commerce. The duty on fresh 
tomatoes is 4 centavos per gross kilo (approximately 90 cents 
per 100 pounds gross.) 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of business during the week ended June 
16, as measured by check payments, although smaller than in 
the preceding week, was considerably larger than in the.corre- 
sponding week of last year, according to the weekly statement 
of the Department of Commerce. Wholesale prices were gen- 
erally higher than in the preceding week, the index showing an 
increase also over a year ago. 

Interest rates on time money averaged higher than in 
either prior period. Interest rates on call loans averaged lower 
than in the preceding week, but were higher than last year. 

CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous and L.C.L. Other 
Week ended June 9 .......... 995,960 $86,084 266,094 263,782 
Preceding week .......ss+ss+: 934,214 371,128 230,191 332,895 
Corresponding week, 1927 .... 1,028,367 396,146 268,275 373,947 
Corresponding week, 1926 .... 1,062,471 390,411 260,433 411,627 


Trend of Wholesale and Retail Prices 


Continued upward movement of wholesale prices is shown 
by the index number of the Bureau of Labor Statistics for May. 
This index number, computed on prices for 1926 as a base and 
including 550 commodities*or price series, stood at 98.6 for May, 
compared with 97.4 for April, an increase of nearly 114 per 
cent. Compared with May, 1927, an increase of 514 per cent. 
is shown. From April to May this year, the food group increased 
nearly 11/3 per cent. 

The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for May 
15, 1928, an increase of a little more than 1 per cent since April 
15, 1928; a decrease of about 1 per cent since May 15, 1927; and 
an increase of a little over 59 per cent since May 15, 1913. From 
April to May this year, the Bureau reports an increase of about 
1 per cent in the average retail price of canned peas, while 
canned salmon, evaporated milk, baked beans and canned corn 
show no change, and canned tomatoes decreased 1 per cent. 


